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San Diego-area demonstrators protesting Monday’s death of George Floyd in Minneapolis police custody began their rally Saturday at the La Mesa Police Depart- 
ment, eventually marching along nearby streets, and later gaining access to Interstate 8, where they temporarily closed off traffic in both directions. 


PROTESTS, VIOLENT RIOTS 


SPREAD COAST TO COAST 


Cities institute curfews in 
hopes of quelling violence in 
wake of Minn. man’s death 


Officers deploy tear gas as 
demonstrators in La Mesa 
mass at police headquarters 


U-T NEWS SERVICES 


Tense protests over the death of George Floyd and 
other police killings of black men and women grew Sat- 
urday from New York to Tulsa to Los Angeles, with po- 
lice cars set ablaze and reports ofinjuries mounting on 
all sides as the country lurched toward another night of 
unrest after months of coronavirus lockdowns. 

At least three people have died as a result of the pro- 
tests. 

At the epicenter of the national anguish, Minnesota 
Gov. Tim Walz, a Democrat, mobilized his state’s entire 
National Guard for the first time. Bracing for a fifth 
night of violence and riots, he warned that the destruc- 
tion of past nights would be “dwarfed” by Saturday 
night. 

In Minneapolis, where Floyd was killed, police on Sat- 
urday night confronted protesters out after curfew, fir- 
ing tear gas on a group of marchers moving toward 
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Ryan Darsey wears a face mask with the words “Black 
Lives Matter.” Darsey was among the group of pro- 
testers in front of the La Mesa Police Department. 


BY KAREN PEARLMAN & KRISTINA DAVIS 


A protest calling for police reform and racial justice be- 
gan peacefully in La Mesa Saturday, but as night fell it had 
escalated into a volatile standoff with the city center resem- 
bling a combat zone. 

Some demonstrators launched rocks and bottles at po- 
lice vehicles while law enforcement officers in riot gear de- 
ployed flash-bangs and shot chemical irritants into the 
crowd that continued to gather in front of the Police De- 
partment, which had been defaced with anti-police slurs. 

Shortly before 8 p.m., a blaze broke out inside La Mesa 
City Hall, and outside La Mesa’s American Legion Post 282 
protesters lit an American flag on fire and ran it up the pole. 

Ina parking lot nearby, two trucks were devoured in in- 
fernos. In the darkness, a massive law enforcement re- 
sponse appeared to be staging in the area. 

The action mimics several others around the nation 
as outrage continues to swell over the Memorial Day 
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DOCTOR IN 
FRAUD CASE 
CITES TRUMP 
BACKING OF 
TREATMENT 


BY KRISTINA DAVIS 


Dr. Jennings Staley has been to 
war. He served on the front lines in 
Iraq as an Air Force physician, 
tending to the atrocities suffered 
by civilians and fighters alike. 

So when COVID-19 arrived on 
U.S. soil, the internal medicine spe- 
cialist-turned-med spa doctor 
once again wanted to be on the 
front lines — and armed with what 
many touted to be the best weapon 
available: hydroxychloroquine. 

“He treated this as a war situa- 
tion,” explained his attorney, Pat- 
rick Griffin. 

But in the eyes of federal inves- 
tigators, Staley, 44, was less a war 
fighter than a swindler. Now, in 
what appears to be a first involving 
the controversial medication, he is 
being federally prosecuted on a 
charge of mail fraud, accused of 
hailing the malaria drug as a “mira- 
cle cure” and “magic bullet” to an 
undercover FBI agent posing as a 
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CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC 


FRONT LINES RUN THROUGH THE 
PHONE LINES OF VIRUS TRACERS 


COVID-19 detectives work to stop next wave as people emerge from homes 


BY PAUL SISSON 


Whether at beaches, barber 
shops, restaurants or casinos, 
people are out and about in ways 
they haven’t been for months. It’s 
plain to see that, while most are 
following face covering require- 
ments and keeping their dis- 
tance, many are not. 

It is perhaps the most precar- 
ious moment so far in this mara- 
thon of a pandemic. After 
months spent hunkering down 
at home, people are starting to 
circulate again while the SARS- 
CoV-2 virus continues to drift, 
mindless and invisible, through 
whatever gaps in the social-dis- 
tancing defenses appear. 

With no vaccine yet available, 
keeping this pathogen from 
spreading quickly is still down to 
hand-washing, social distancing 
and mask-wearing. However, an 
equally important piece of the 
prevention effort involves hun- 
dreds of people making lots and 
lots of phone calls. 

The front lines of this pan- 
demic don’t just run through in- 
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JOHN GASTALDO 


Case investigators work the phones and enter data onto com- 
puters at the County Health and Human Services building. 


tensive care units and emer- 
gency rooms, checkout counters 
and takeout kitchens, but along 
the phone lines answered by a 
growing group of public health 
investigators and contact trac- 
ers tasked with identifying every 
person in a county of 3.3 million 


who has been exposed. 

Earlier this week, county case 
investigator Cheryl Valdez, areg- 
istered nurse, couldn’t remem- 
ber exactly how many people 
with positive tests results she 
has called in the months of non- 
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SCIENTISTS 
WARNING 
AGAINST 
GATHERING 
INDOORS 


BY JOSHUA EMERSON SMITH 


Churches. Hair salons. Restau- 
rants. Malls. What do they all have 
in common? 

They’ve all been cleared to re- 
openin San Diego County amid the 
ongoing coronavirus pandemic — 
and by and large, they all require 
people to congregate inside, poten- 
tially with strangers. 

This comes as an increasingly 
vocal group of scientists has 
sounded the alarm about the dan- 
ger of indoor gatherings due to the 
potential for airborne transmis- 
sion of the disease by “super- 
spreaders.” 

Last week Kimberly Prather of 
UC San Diego’s Scripps Institution 
of Oceanography penned an ur- 
gently worded perspective paper in 
the journal Science saying as 
much. She asserted, as an atmos- 
pheric chemist, that a thorough re- 
view of the existing literature pro- 
vides strong evidence that the new 
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JAIL WOES CONTINUE 


The county has paid out nearly $2 million so far 
this year to settle inmate lawsuits. A8 


Books E6 Television E12 In Local: In Marketplace: a 

- aa = | 

Lottery A2 Weather A16 Crossword ih | | Hl) | 
Travel E13 Wheels D6 Dear Abby 7 es acy MLAN 7 


